Grant round 2010-2011

[image: image1.emf] 

 


ANNUAL GRANT ROUND – INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS
THE CHARITY
Epilepsy Research UK promotes and supports scientific research in the UK into the causes, treatment and prevention of epilepsy. Epilepsy Research UK is the primary charity dedicated to funding epilepsy research in the UK. 
Epilepsy Research UK was formed following the merger of the Epilepsy Research Foundation and the Fund for Epilepsy in April 2007. For more information, see http://www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/about_us/who_we_are.htm. 
GRANTS AVAILABLE

Epilepsy Research UK invites applications for grants to support basic, clinical and qualitative scientific research work in the UK into the causes, treatment and prevention of epilepsy. We encourage applications on all aspects of epilepsy, including basic and social science, clinical management and holistic management of patients.

Project grants

Applications are invited for grants of up to £100,000 to support a research project lasting a maximum of three years. Applications for smaller sums to support salary costs, the purchase of equipment, or student fees are also welcome. 

Fellowship awards
Applications are invited for awards of up to £200,000 over 1-3 years to support fellowships. Funds will cover the Fellow’s salary, support staff costs and project running costs. The candidate’s potential and the quality of the work proposed are assessed separately. The quality of the training environment offered to the candidate is also taken into account in assessment. 
SELECTION PROCESS
Preliminary applications are submitted in October each year and are considered by the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC; current members are listed here: http://www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/researchers_scientists/sac.htm) at their meeting in November. 
Short-listed applicants are invited to submit a full proposal in early January. This is reviewed by the SAC and external referees (usually two per project and three per fellowship). Candidates for fellowships will be interviewed in February/March by a panel drawn from the SAC. On the basis of the full proposals, referees’ comments, applicant’s response to referees’ comments (see page 4), and interview (fellowships only), the SAC chooses which proposals to fund at their meeting in March. The SAC’s decision is final.
All research proposals are treated as strictly confidential throughout the application process. 

The timescale is designed to enable researchers to recruit necessary staff prior to beginning the research work in the following September/October. This timescale is not mandatory.
If two (or more) groups have submitted applications for substantially the same work, the SAC may choose to inform the applicants of this fact at the preliminary stage, especially if they see potential for collaboration. The content of the application forms will remain confidential. 

The funding for these awards comes from cumulated excess of general unrestricted income over expenditure and commitments in the previous financial year. Epilepsy Research UK’s funds are committed before the end of the financial year in mid-March.

SELECTION CRITERIA 

The SAC, in its grant-awarding capacity, abides by the code of good practice set out by the Association of Medical Research Charities (http://www.amrc.org.uk/HOMEPAGE/?Nav=814,484,557). Because funds are limited, the selection of proposals for funding is highly competitive. Good quality proposals that were not chosen for funding are encouraged to reapply the following year. 

The criteria used by the SAC to determine which proposals are most worthy of funding include the following:

1
Hypothesis
Is there a clear hypothesis?

2
Originality
Is it an original idea or has it been done before?


Does it fill a clear deficiency in the current knowledge of epilepsy?

3
Practicality
Is the idea sound?


Can it be done, especially in the proposed timescale?


Should the applicants collaborate with other groups or disciplines?

4
Quality
Is the project well structured, and properly designed?

Does the proposal contain a clear understanding of its limits as a study?



Have proper statistical considerations been taken into account?

5
Experience
Do the applicants have the necessary experience to undertake the project?

6
Lay summary
Is the lay summary readable, clear and accurate?

7
Ethics
Is it an ethical study?
SUCCESS RATES

In the last five years, we’ve shortlisted 41% of the applications we’ve received, and funded 35% of the shortlist (14% overall). Fellowship applications had a higher chance of being shortlisted, but a lower chance of being funded. The overwhelming majority of applications in the last five years have been for project grants; 16% of applications were for fellowships and 2% for equipment (this funding stream has been discontinued).  

COMPLETION OF APPLICATION FORMS
Please do not append any separate documents or electronic files to your application, e.g. covering letter, supporting references or figures, or refer the SAC to any additional resources (e.g. personal or departmental websites). These will neither be considered nor distributed to reviewers. Please ensure that figures included in the electronic copy of the application form are low-res to reduce file size. 
Text

Please use Arial font and a minimum font size of 10pt throughout.
Word limits
Please take note of the word limit specified in individual sections of our application forms. These exclude references.  Exceeding the word limit by 5% or more in any section will result in applications being rejected. 
Format

Applications can be submitted in either MS Word or PDF format. If you choose to use PDF, please display the word count in parentheses at the end of each section, as appropriate.

Figures and tables

Inclusion of figures and/or tables for explanatory purposes is permitted. These must be displayed on a single side of A4 separate from the body text of the application and will be exempt from the word count. The figures and tables page must have minimum margins of 2cm all round and legends must be displayed in Arial 10pt (minimum).
Referees
Please use no more than 10 references in preliminary applications and no more than 30 references in full applications.
Lay summary

All applications must include a lay summary, describing the aims, background, methodology and applicability of the proposed project in layman’s terms. It may be helpful to imagine you are explaining your project to a 12-year-old interested in epilepsy (or indeed to your parents), so use words and concepts they would understand. Abbreviations and/or technical vocabulary should be re-written and general statements about epilepsy or epilepsy research should be avoided.
Two voting members of the SAC are lay people. The scientific professional members are recruited from a variety of backgrounds, both clinical and laboratory, and may also rely on the lay summary for applications not in their subject area. 
The readability, clarity and accuracy of the lay summary is one of the criteria used to judge whether a project is worthy of funding, particularly at the preliminary application stage. A poor-quality lay summary is enough to bar a project from the shortlist. 

Costing
Inflation may be included in costing. Epilepsy Research UK does not support full economic costs. Our grants support directly incurred and identifiable costs of research (in common with other AMRC member charities, see http://www.amrc.org.uk/index.asp?id=15445). We do not consider it appropriate for us to fund indirect costs. We expect that resources from the university block grant (quality related funding) and, in particular, the Charity Research Support Fund, will be used by institutions to underpin eligible charity funded research and to cover those costs which we regard as outside our remit. 
Equipment

Inclusion of equipment costs which exceed £15,000 in any project or fellowship application will require detailed justification and a statement regarding longer-term use. Publication of any research, whether now or in the future, which substantially relies on ERUK-funded equipment, should acknowledge our support accordingly.
Eligibility
Applicants for all grants should be graduates in medicine or one of the sciences allied to medicine. They should be resident in the United Kingdom and affiliated to an academic institution in the United Kingdom. 
Exclusions

Project grants cannot be used to support standalone meetings, conferences or workshops. Epilepsy Research UK does not provide travel grants. 
Authorisation
The details of all projects should be discussed with the relevant Financial Officer and Head of Department at the institution where the project will be undertaken prior to submission of the preliminary application. The Financial Officer and Head of Department are required to sign full application forms only. In the case of fellowships, the details of the proposal should be additionally agreed with the fellow’s supervisor, who must sign both the preliminary and full application forms. 
Licensing
The grant holder must provide copies of relevant Ethics Committee approval and/or Home Office licences for their proposed project before any payment of grant monies can be made. Such proofs are not required at the application stage. 
RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL REFEREES’ FEEDBACK

All shortlisted applicants are given the opportunity to respond to comments from external referees. Referees’ reports will be released in February and applicants will have two weeks in which to submit a response of no more than 500 words (plus any necessary figures and tables) in a document not exceeding two sides of A4 (Arial 10pt, 2cm margins). Fellowship candidates may be asked to elaborate on their response to referees’ comments at interview. The applicant’s response to referees’ comments will contribute to the decision-making process at the March meeting of the SAC during which funds are allocated. 
RESEARCH REGISTER
Epilepsy Research UK maintains an up-to-date register of active epilepsy research groups in the UK. All applicants’ email addresses will be added to the register. 

All members of the register receive monthly literature searches and regular emails with information about scientific conferences, training events and funding opportunities relevant to epilepsy research in the UK. They also receive advance notice of Epilepsy Research UK’s grant round and other activities. 

Sign up here: http://www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/researchers_scientists/register.asp.

You can leave the register at any time by emailing Epilepsy Research UK.

ONCE A GRANT HAS BEEN MADE
Approval

Grant holders must provide copies of Ethics Committee approvals or Home Office licences relevant to their proposed project before any payment of the grant can be made.

Start of work

Grant holders must notify Epilepsy Research UK of the actual starting date of work on the grant. 

Approval for changes

Grant holders must seek prior approval from the Scientific Advisory Committee and Trustees of Epilepsy Research UK for any deviation in the methodology or planned use of funds from that described in the original application. Grant holder must also notify Epilepsy Research UK if a member of the research team funded by the grant leaves, and supply the curriculum vitae of any new appointee. 

Reporting

All grant-holders are required to supply Epilepsy Research UK with an annual progress report (to be submitted within three months of each year’s end) and a final report (to be submitted within six months of the grant’s end). Templates will be forwarded at the appropriate times. Failure to provide such a report may result in final grant payments being withheld and subsequent applications reviewed less favourably. For grants lasting less than one year, only a final report is required.
Follow-up

Epilepsy Research UK has an obligation to its donors to monitor and report on the impact of grant awards. Grant holders will be asked to submit a brief follow-up report to Epilepsy Research UK twelve months after approval of the final report, detailing publications, presentations, promotions, and further funding (etc) arising from the initial award. A template will be provided at the appropriate time. Thereafter, Epilepsy Research UK reserves the right to contact grant holders periodically for informal updates on the longer-term outcomes of funding. 
Publicity

Epilepsy Research UK may periodically require grant-holders to edit short lay summaries of their work to appear in the charity’s print and web publications. Grant-holders must also supply the office with a photograph of the principal researcher or whole research team (for project grants), or the fellow and supervisor (for fellowship awards).
Acknowledgement

Grant holders must acknowledge Epilepsy Research UK’s financial support in all publications and presentations of work arising from the grant and supply the charity with a reprint-style copy of all publications resulting from the work, preferably in electronic format. 

Dissemination

Grant holders are encouraged to submit an abstract from their work to the ILAE UK Chapter Annual Scientific Meeting and to make a presentation to their local epilepsy research network (contact Epilepsy Research UK for details) at least once during the lifetime of the grant. 

OCCASIONAL AND SPECIAL AWARDS

Contingency fund

Epilepsy Research UK’s contingency fund is restricted to current grant holders only. Up to £10,000 is available to complement research projects that are already ongoing or to allow research which arises as a new opportunity complementing an existing project. 

Eponymous fellowships and restricted projects
These projects and fellowships are funded (periodically) by endowments or special donations, which may have restrictions as to the type of recipient, location, maximum funding and research topics. These conditions are agreed by the donors, Trustees and SAC. Applications for these awards will be invited by open advertisement and processed by the SAC in parallel with the annual grant round as far as possible. 
Brokered awards
Occasionally, Epilepsy Research UK has to match a donor’s specific requirements with a suitable project. Also, some donors wish their contributions to be given to an identified project, perhaps with some recognition of the source of the funding, such as a plaque attached to a piece of equipment.

Thus, for this type of award, the following procedures are applied:

· Where funding is not assured (e.g. for funds applied for from the National Lottery Charities Board), internal advertisement via the Research Register.

· Where funding is assured but has conditions attached, direct invitation of members of the Research Register who meet the profile specified by the donors.
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