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EPILEPSY RESEARCH UK (ERUK)

Our mission is to drive and enable life changing, life saving research into epilepsy. We are the only UK
charity exclusively dedicated to promoting, encouraging and funding research into the causes,
diagnosis and clinical management of people with epilepsy. In addition to funding research, we also
work to develop the next generation of epilepsy researchers by capacity building the epilepsy research
environment and accelerating innovations that will influence clinical practice and health policy. Since
2007, Epilepsy Research UK has invested over £10 million in research into epilepsy across the UK. Our
vision is ‘a life free from epilepsy’.

EXPLORE PILOT GRANT

ERUK invites applications for grants to support pilot studies in the UK. We encourage high quality
proposals for fundamental science and clinical research grants investigating the causes, diagnosis or
treatment of epilepsy and associated conditions.

Applications are invited for grants of up to £30,000 to support pilot or start-up studies lasting no
more than two years.

Pilot grants provide an opportunity to test and explore new ideas with a clear emphasis on the
generation of new or preliminary data. Information gathered from the pilot study enables researchers
to obtain larger-scale funding. The grant award can support research costs, equipment and salaries.
The project must be a novel piece of research and not part of a project or fellowship already being
funded by ERUK or any other funding body.

NUMBER OF PILOT GRANT APPLICATIONS PERMITTED PER GRANT ROUND

During any ERUK grant round, as long as an individual researcher is not named on more than one
project/fellowship application, they can be named on up to two pilot grant applications. This can either
be as principal applicant on one and co-applicant on the other, or as co-applicant on both.

If the researcher is already named on two project/fellowship applications to the grant round, they can
only be named on a maximum of one pilot grant application (either as principal applicant or as co-
applicant/supervisor).

The submission of identical or similar proposals to both the pilot and project/ fellowship grant
streams is not permitted.

ELIGIBILITY

Applicants for all grants should be graduates in either medicine, one of the sciences allied to medicine,
engineering or mathematics. We advise applicants who are external to the epilepsy field to include a
senior expert in epilepsy as a co-applicant on their proposal. Applicants must be resident in the UK and
affiliated to an academic institution in the UK. Pilot grants in epilepsy cannot be used to support
stand-alone meetings, conferences or workshops, and ERUK does not provide travel grants.

At any time, an individual researcher may be named on a maximum of one active project/ fellowship
grant and two active pilot grants in epilepsy, or two active project/fellowship grants and one active
pilot grant in epilepsy. They may only be named as principal investigator on one project/fellowship
grant and one pilot grant.
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Existing ERUK grant holders may apply for pilot grants in epilepsy; however, this must not be to
support another project.

Please note that existing ERUK grant holders are not eligible for funding unless the reporting of
outcomes from their existing ERUK-funded grants is up-to-date.

APPLICATION PROCESS - TIMELINE
Pilot grants are a single stage application process.

July 2019 - grant round opens for ten weeks for preliminary applications from 22nd July-

27th September 2019.

November 2019 - preliminary applications are shortlisted by our Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC).
Shortlisted applications are then sent externally for independent peer review.

March 2020 - Following peer review, the SAC meet to review the applications and make
recommendations to the ERUK Board for funding.

April 2020 - Applicants are notified of the outcome of their application.

The SAC comprises a panel of the UK’s leading neurologists, neuroscientists and expert epilepsy
researchers. The current SAC membership can be found at
www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/research/research-scientists/sac-membership.

SELECTION CRITERIA

The SAC, in its grant-awarding capacity, abides by the code of good practice set out by the Association
of Medical Research Charities (www.amrc.org.uk). As funds are limited, the selection of proposals for
funding is highly competitive. Good quality proposals that are not chosen for funding are encouraged
to re-apply the following year. The criteria used by the SAC to shortlist and fund pilot studies include
the following:

1 Hypothesis Is there a clear hypothesis?
2 Originality Isit an original idea? Is it likely to lead to useful data (about proof of concept and/or
feasibility)?
Feasibility Is the idea realistic? Is the data obtained likely to lead to a larger funding application?
4 Quality Is the project well-structured and well-designed? Does the proposal contain a clear

understanding of its potential limits? Have appropriate statistical considerations been

taken into account?

5 Impact How does this line of research stand to benefit people with epilepsy and their family

and carers?

6 Skills Have the applicants indicated that they have, or that they could rapidly attain, the

necessary skills/resources/facilities to undertake the project?
Plain English  Is the summary readable, clear and accurate?
8 Ethics Is it an ethical study?
Added costs  What are the additional research costs and why have they been incurred

10 Eligibility Based on instructions for applicants?
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COMPLETION OF APPLICATION FORMS
Applications must be submitted on the appropriate Word template, available to download on the ERUK
website (www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/apply-for-funding).

One signed copy must be emailed to grants@eruk.org.uk in Word format by 16:00 on the day of the
deadline. You will receive an automated response acknowledging receipt.

Please do not send a covering letter, additional material or supporting references, or refer the SAC to
any additional resources (e.g. personal or departmental websites). These will neither be considered nor
distributed to reviewers.

Word limits
Our word limits are not flexible and exceeding these by any amount may result in your application
being discounted.

Figures and tables
There is no provision for figures or tables for pilot grants in epilepsy.

References
Please use no more than 10 references.

Deadline

Applications must be submitted and have arrived in the Grants email inbox (grants@eruk.org.uk) by
16:00 on 27th September 2019. Any applications received after this time will not be considered. If you
do not receive a confirmation of receipt within 48 hours of submitting, it might mean that your
submission has not been received. In this case it is your responsibility to follow up with the Research
Manager (caoimhe.bennett@eruk.org.uk/020 3096 7887) ensure your application has been delivered.

Plain English summary

All applications must include a plain English summary describing the aims, background, methodology
and applicability of the proposed project in understandable terms. Abbreviations and/or technical
vocabulary should be re-written, and general statements about epilepsy or epilepsy research should
be avoided.

Two voting members of the SAC are lay representatives who are experts by experience but not
necessarily scientific research. Plain English summaries are therefore required. The scientific
professional members are recruited from a variety of backgrounds, both clinical and laboratory, and
may also rely on the plain English summaries of applications not in their subject area. A lay summary
guide can be found at: www.elsevier.com/connect/authors-update/in-a-nutshell-how-to-write-a-

lay-summary.

The readability, clarity and accuracy of the plain English summary are amongst the criteria used to
judge whether a project is worthy of funding.

Detailed description of proposal

This must include the background to the proposal, the specific aims of the research (including your
hypothesis if appropriate), the methodology, a timeline indicating important milestones and the
expected outcomes. In separate sections of the application form, you are also asked to consider the
risks and contingencies of your research and potential next steps.
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Costing

As a member charity, ERUK adopts the AMRC position statement regarding full economic costing, “it is
clear with regard to university funding that its members will not fund research on a percentage basis.
AMRC member charities will continue to pay for the directly-incurred and identifiable costs of research
(see examples below) We do not fund university indirect costs (see examples below), or other costs,
such as (tenured) investigators’ salaries or estate costs, identified under TRAC.” ERUK will not cover the
salaries of co-investigators.

Examples of directly incurred and identifiable costs

These include PhD student fees and the cost of certain staff, eg non-tenured principal investigators,
research assistants and technicians, to work full- or part-time on a project. They also include the cost
of identified items needed to carry out the research, such as laboratory or clinical consumables, field
work and capital and equipment costs. The part costs of technical staff (eg statisticians) spending a
portion of their time directly on the project are allowed with justification. Reasonable travel costs
directly related to the research will be considered. ERUK will only cover expenses for conferences
where data directly relevant to the project has been presented. We will cover the costs of one
conference attendee but will consider increasing this to two attendees with appropriate justification.
The principal investigator must inform ERUK in advance of any conferences/meetings where data
related to the project is to be presented and send ERUK a copy of the presentation.

Examples of Indirect costs

These include advertising for posts, secretarial work, stationery, licence fees or contribution to general
departmental overheads. We expect that resources from the university block grant (quality-related
funding) and, in particular, the Charity Research Support Fund, will be used by institutions to underpin
eligible charity-funded research and cover the costs that we regard as being outside our remit.

Assistance

There are organisations that can help you with costing and we recommend that you seek advice from
one of these, particularly if your research involves NHS premises, staff or patients. Please visit the
following page on our website for further details: www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/research-
scientists/contacts-for-epilepsy-approvals.

Authorisation

The details of all projects should be discussed with the relevant financial officer and head of
department at the institution where the project will be undertaken prior to submission of the
application. Signatures from the financial officer and head of department are required.

For clinical studies that involve NHS premises, staff or patients, an additional signature from, or on
behalf of, the head of R&D at the lead NHS institution must be obtained. Clinical studies must be
costed using the AcoRD framework (www.amrc.org.uk/funding-clinical-research). Applicants using
AcoRD are advised to speak with the designated AcoRD specialist at the Study Support Service of their
local Clinical Research Network (www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/support/study-support-service.htm).
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IMPORTANT NOTE
Failure to follow the instructions provided will result in rejection of the application.

ERUK ResearchNet

We regularly share information on our funding calls, as well as networking and collaboration
opportunities on our researcher networking platform — ERUK ResearchNet. You can follow ERUK
ResearchNet on Twitter here: www.twitter.com/ResearchNetERUK or by signing up here:
www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/research-scientists/research-register-sign-up/
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ONCE A GRANT HAS BEEN MADE

Approvals
Grant holders must provide copies of ethics committee approvals or Home Office licences relevant to
their proposed project before any payment of grant monies can be made.

Commencement of work
Grant holders must notify ERUK of the actual start date of work on the grant. Work must begin within
12 months of the award notification date.

Approval for changes

Grant holders must seek prior approval from the SAC and trustees of ERUK for any deviation in the
methodology or planned use of funds from that
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