
I know only too well how important the research 
funds from Epilepsy Research UK are to help 
start programmes of research that lead to major 
breakthroughs in epilepsy treatments.

Professor Matthew Walker
Chair, Epilepsy Research UK
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Ten years ago, I and colleagues at 
University College London were 
very grateful to receive a grant 
from Epilepsy Research UK to 
study the effects of epilepsy on 
a particular potassium channel 
in the brain. This channel is an 
important protein that controls 
brain activity by decreasing how 
excitable nerve cells are (it acts 
like a brake on nerve cell activity). 

This grant was the beginning of a 
project, which has rapidly grown 
and has now resulted in potential 
gene therapies for drug-resistant 
epilepsy. We have subsequently 
received over £4 million of grant 
funding from the UK Medical 
Research Council to develop this 
research programme further. 

As a result, we are now on the 
brink of clinical studies of a 
completely new therapy that has 
the potential to cure certain types 
of epilepsy. This therapy involves 
taking advantage of the biological 
tools present in specific viruses 
to get a particular gene, which 
increases the production of this 
potassium channel, into the nerve 
cells that are involved in causing 
the epilepsy. 

The success of this has led to a 
whole new approach to epilepsy 
treatment, and we have now 
been developing and refining 
other types of gene therapy. Not 
only that, but through further 
Epilepsy Research UK support, 
we have been able to attract 

and retain some of the brightest 
young scientists to take part in 
this research, including this year’s 
Epilepsy Research UK Fellow. 

I would like to thank all our 
supporters who have helped 
make this and other projects 
possible, our excellent staff and 
also our scientific advisory board 
members, who have the skills, 
knowledge and ability to identify 
the most promising projects 
from numerous applications. I am 
privileged to have benefited from 
and now be a part of Epilepsy 
Research UK.
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If we are to achieve 
our ambitions, we 
will require the input 
and support from a 
combination of staff, 
supporters and 
volunteers.
Maxine Smeaton 
CEO Epilepsy Research UK

Our CEO, Maxine Smeaton, 
discusses the work we 
have undertaken to deliver 
a business strategy that 
will drive investment and 
increase impact for Epilepsy 
Research UK. 

In October consultation began 
with a range of external 
stakeholders including 
people with epilepsy, long 
term supporters, community 
fundraisers, funding partners and 
clinical and scientific researchers. 
In November a strategy workshop 
took place with all members of the 
trustee board, our President, staff 
and supporters. The output from 
the consultation, workshops and 
board discussions was a realistic 
but ambitious vision for the 
charity, supported by a statement 
of purpose, strategic priorities and 
values. You can see a summary of 
the work below.

So what are we doing now to 
make sure that this vision is 
realised?
A five-year implementation plan is 
already under development, work 
on a refreshed brand that reflects 
our ambition is being introduced 
and a fundraising campaign is 
planned to increase investment  
in this critically underfunded area 
of research.

Throughout all of this we 
recognise the loyalty and 
commitment of our supporters 
who raise awareness of our 
work and generously provide 
our only source of income. We 
also greatly appreciate the work 
of our scientists and clinicians 
who volunteer their time and 
expertise to the Scientific Advisory 
Committee in order to safeguard 
the integrity of our grant-making 
capability. 

Research is a collaborative activity. 
Everything we achieve on behalf of 
those living with epilepsy is down to 
teamwork. A life free from epilepsy 
is possible; it all starts by investing 
in epilepsy research.

DRIVING OUR 
IMPACT
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A LIFE FREE FROM EPILEPSY

DRIVING AND ENABLING LIFE CHANGING  
LIFE SAVING RESEARCH INTO EPILEPSY

Promote, encourage,  
fund research into the 
causes, diagnosis and 
clinical management of 
people with epilepsy and 
associated conditions.

OUR VISION:

OUR PURPOSE:

OUR PRIORITIES: Develop the  
next generation  
of epilepsy researchers  
and capacity build 
the epilepsy research 
environment.

Accelerate innovations 
for people with epilepsy 
by supporting research 
that will influence  
clinical practice and  
health policy.

VALUES: IMPACTFUL RIGOROUS INNOVATIVE COLLABORATIVE
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Professor Bruno Frenguelli
Chair of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC)

FUNDING THE BEST 
RESEARCH 

For the second year in a row, Epilepsy Research UK 
has awarded over £1 million in research funding. 
These figures represent the largest research 
investments ERUK has made in its 28 year history 
and hopefully reflects a trend towards increased 
research funding over the coming years. 

As Chair of the Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SAC) I am acutely 
aware that with such large funds 
available for research, comes 
great responsibility to ensure that 
money is spent well and delivers 
on ERUK’s charitable aims to 
improve the lives of people with 
epilepsy. This responsibility is 
heightened because we know 
that this money has come 
from donations, fundraising 
and bequests that have been 
generously provided by ERUK’s 
many thousands of supporters. 

So how do we ensure that only 
the best research is supported?
At the core of our funding 
strategy is peer review, a process 
by which experts are invited to 
comment on grant applications 
and to offer their opinion on each 
grant application’s strengths and 
weaknesses, and its potential to 
make a positive impact on the 
lives of people with epilepsy. We 
apply peer review at every stage: 
through our own expertise on the 
SAC and through invitations to 
external national and international 
experts. 

Armed with internal opinion, 
external views, the summary 
of Fellowship interviews, and 

detailed round-the-table 
deliberation, applications are 
ranked numerically from  
strongest to weakest, with only 
the strongest being recommended 
to the Trustees for funding. 

But how do we know that our 
funding works? 
For this we have to apply the test 
of time to see what emerges from 
a funded project. We capture 
information such as the number 
of scientific and clinical papers 
that are published, the amount 
of additional funding that has 
been leveraged on the back of our 
investment, the career trajectories 
of the people, especially the 
Fellows, that we have supported, 
and any change in policy or 
practice that our funded research 
has provoked. Each of these 
provide good indications of 
whether a project has been 
successful, and I am pleased to 
report that, yes, our projects do 
deliver across these criteria. For 
example, our funded researchers 
have leveraged an additional 
£4.90 for every £1 that ERUK has 
invested in research, and a funded 
project on risks associated with 
valproate use in pregnancy has 
contributed to new government 
regulations concerning the use 

of this drug in pregnant women. 
Another research team working 
on a project on epilepsy-related 
deaths in Scotland spoke at the 
Scottish parliament on reducing 
the mortality rate of people  
with epilepsy. 

The SAC, and I as its Chair, 
are extremely grateful to our 
supporters for allowing us the 
privilege of directing the funds 
they raise towards the best 
epilepsy research in the UK. We 
hope that in doing so we can 
identify and support research 
programmes that will lead to 
significant improvements in the 
lives of people with epilepsy, a 
goal that we on the SAC share 
with our supporters.

Our funded 
researchers have 
leveraged an 
additional £4.90 for 
every £1 that ERUK  
has invested in 
research.

£1m
Invested into  

research



£1 MILLION GRANT AWARDS 
FOR GROUND-BREAKING  
EPILEPSY RESEARCH

At a reception held on May 20th at the  
Royal Society to launch National Epilepsy 
Week, we announced grant funding of over 
£1 million across ten research projects all 
over the UK.

The projects range in value from £25,000 to 
£250,000 and bring together over 40 researchers 
across 28 institutions spanning 8 countries. Our 
new grant awardees spoke passionately about their 
research and its potential to benefit those living 
with epilepsy. Here are short summaries of the new 
work we will be funding, but if you would like to 
read more please click here.

Across  
the UK

£1m
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http://www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/over-1million-invested-in-ground-breaking-research-into-epilepsy-by-eruk


Project  
grant

£75,203
Fellowship  

Award

£247,133

EXPLORING A PROMISING NEW  
DRUG TARGET TO STOP SEIZURES IN  
THEIR TRACKS

IMPROVING DIAGNOSTIC PROCEDURES 
FOR EPILEPSY THROUGH AUTOMATED 
RECORDING AND ANALYSIS OF  
A PATIENT’S HISTORY

BACKGROUND:
Transient loss of consciousness (TLOC) is one 
of the most common reasons why people 
access emergency care services. Three causes 
account for over 90% of presentations with 
TLOC: epilepsy, fainting or dissociation (also 
known as psychogenic nonepileptic seizures). 
These disorders require correct diagnosis and 
thereafter different treatments. 

THE STUDY:
This PhD programme aims to validate a 
computer-presented and analysed symptom 
questionnaire, and explore the additional 
diagnostic contribution of a fully automated 
process for capturing and analysing patients’ 
conversations with a digital doctor.

SIGNIFICANCE: 
An automated history-taking machine could 
provide a more methodical collection and 
analysis of patient information which would 
mean that more patients are referred to the 
most appropriate medical speciality on entering 
the emergency care services. Ultimately this 
would lead to more patients getting the best, 
most appropriate treatment more rapidly.

BACKGROUND:
Epileptic seizures occur because of a failure of 
the inhibitory system to restrain brain excitation 
and so prevent it from spreading across multiple 
regions of the brain.

THE STUDY:
Dr Magloire’s research has led to the 
identification of a promising new candidate for 
restoring inhibition: the neurogliaform (NGF) 
interneuron. These inhibitory brain cells are 
located across the entire surface of the brain 
and exert particularly powerful and long-lasting 
inhibitory control over other neurons. This 
project aims to manipulate their activity, and 
thereby their inhibitory power during seizures to 
see whether this can stop focal and generalised 
seizures. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 
With 30 percent of people experiencing 
uncontrolled seizures despite medication, 
surgery is one of the only options available 
for seizure freedom. There is therefore a very 
real need for new epilepsy treatments. Testing 
whether the inhibitory system can be restored 
during seizures by manipulating NGF cell activity 
will not only provide insights into how seizures 
are generated but will also assess whether this 
is a viable therapeutic strategy.

Dr Vincent Magloire
Institute of Neurology, 
University College London

Professor Markus Reuber
University of Sheffield
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Project  
grant

£163,573
Project  
grant

£172,218

INVESTIGATING THE UNDERLYING  
MECHANISMS OF SUDDEN UNEXPECTED 
DEATH IN EPILEPSY

PREDICTING AND REDUCING  
LANGUAGE DEFICITS FROM TEMPORAL 
LOBE EPILEPSY SURGERY

BACKGROUND:
Epileptic seizures can stop a person’s breathing 
or the heart from beating. This is believed to 
be the basis of sudden unexpected death in 
epilepsy (SUDEP). The underlying mechanisms 
of cardiorespiratory arrest are unknown, but 
increasing evidence implicates a type of brain 
cell – the microglia – in this process. 

THE STUDY:
Professor Dale and Dr Amol Bhandare will be 
using highly advanced camera technology to 
image cardiorespiratory brainstem neurons  
in animal models of epilepsy. This will enable 
them to understand the role that microglia  
play in SUDEP.

SIGNIFICANCE:
The findings will establish the functional 
changes in specific cardiorespiratory cells in 
response to acute seizures and will increase 
our understanding of the mechanisms 
underlying SUDEP. This in turn may inform the 
development of biomarker tests for people 
at high risk of SUDEP, potentially leading to 
therapeutic interventions.

BACKGROUND:
Surgery can be an option for people whose 
epilepsy remains uncontrolled by antiepileptic 
medication (AEDs). However, the most 
commonly performed epilepsy surgery 
(anterior temporal lobe resection) carries with 
it significant risks to language and speech. It is 
suspected that these deficits arise from damage 
to the fibre bundles connecting the language 
areas in the brain. 

THE STUDY:
The study will analyse MRI data taken pre and 
post surgery to assess whether or not surgery 
has damaged any of these fibre connections. It 
will also use pre and post surgery cognitive tests 
to assess where language skills have declined. 
Combining all this data the researchers hope to 
discover which fibre connections are essential  
in language use.

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Dr Vos and colleagues aim to improve  
post-surgical quality of life by reducing the 
possible deficits in language capabilities as a 
result of surgery.

Professor Nicholas Dale
University of Warwick

Dr Sjoerd Vos 
Department of Medical Physics and Biomedical 
Engineering, University College London
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Project  
grant

£83,958
Project  
grant

£162,793

IDENTIFYING THE MARKERS OF SUDEP 
USING GLOBAL PATIENT DATA

ACCURATELY IDENTIFYING EPILEPTIC 
BRAIN REGIONS USING PORTABLE MEG

BACKGROUND:
SUDEP is a devastating and tragic consequence 
of epilepsy, occurring when no other cause of 
death can be found. SUDEP often happens in 
young people, during sleep, but why this is the 
case is currently unknown.

THE STUDY:
Dr Diehl and colleagues wish to see how parts 
of the brain controlling breathing and the 
heart ‘talk’ with each other in people who later 
died of SUDEP, compared to those of people 
living with epilepsy; and how sleep affects this 
communication.

In some people with epilepsy, the respiratory 
and cardiovascular systems do not work 
optimally, especially in sleep. Brain imaging to 
evaluate activity between brain areas, combined 
with electroencephalogram (EEG) measures, can 
study how inter-connections of those regions 
are altered in patients during awake and  
sleep states.

SIGNIFICANCE:
This study will identify how sleep affects brain 
regions and networks which control heartbeat 
and breathing, and will also help uncover 
why SUDEP frequently happens during sleep. 
This may in turn inform strategies to reduce 
epilepsy-related deaths.

BACKGROUND:
The EEG is used to help diagnose epilepsy by 
identifying abnormal electrical brain activity but 
it is unable to precisely locate the area of the 
brain responsible. Magnetoencephalography 
(MEG) is superior to EEG in localising abnormal 
activity and is also unaffected by muscle 
movement or motion. However MEG is costly 
and requires the patient’s head to be fixed in  
the scanner.

THE STUDY:
Dr Vivekananda and his colleagues aim to 
introduce a novel portable MEG which uses 
sensors worn within a helmet so that patients 
can move around freely. They aim to directly 
compare scalp EEG and portable MEG in patients 
with two common types of refractory epilepsy 
to assess the success of both methods at 
finding and localising aberrant electrical activity.

SIGNIFICANCE: 
To date MEG has not been widely used in 
epilepsy cases but portable MEG has the 
potential to become a widely used, inexpensive 
and user-friendly clinical tool.

Dr Beate Diehl
Institute of Neurology, 
University College London

Dr Umesh Vivekananda
Institute of Neurology,  
University College London
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PREDICTING WHICH BRAIN REGION 
TO TREAT: USING A NEW METHOD OF 
BRAIN MAPPING

HIPPOCAMPAL SHAPE ANALYSIS: A NOVEL 
PRACTICAL PREDICTIVE BIOMARKER OF 
SURGICAL OUTCOME?

BACKGROUND:
Brain surgery for focal epilepsy can be 
successful, but a significant number of patients 
do not become seizure free. Recent innovations 
in computational modelling have shown 
promise in mapping brain networks responsible 
for seizure generation and in predicting the 
outcome of specific surgical strategies.

THE STUDY:
In this pilot study, the researchers will test 
the feasibility of detecting epileptogenic 
networks using clinically-relevant functional 
neuroimaging, EEG and computer modelling 
techniques in an animal model of epilepsy. 
Simultaneous specialised MRI and EEG scanning 
will be conducted prior to developing epilepsy 
and then at regular intervals afterwards in order 
to map the evolution of epileptogenic networks.

SIGNIFICANCE:
This work will enable the researchers to properly 
test the efficacy of their proposed multi-modal 
mapping of seizure generating networks in the 
brain for possible brain surgery.

BACKGROUND:
An area of the brain called the hippocampus is 
frequently affected in people with epilepsy. The 
structure is typically evaluated by measuring its 
volume but this fails to identify which part of 
the hippocampus is most affected.

THE STUDY:
Dr Galovic and Professor Matthias Koepp 
will use a new technique called hippocampal 
shape analysis. They aim to determine whether 
distinct shape patterns of the hippocampus 
cause different types of epilepsy and whether 
the shape can be used to predict if someone will 
benefit from epilepsy surgery and/or if they will 
develop cognitive problems as a result.

SIGNIFICANCE: 
The findings will be important in improving  
our understanding of the hippocampus in 
epilepsy and in selecting optimal candidates  
for epilepsy surgery. 

Dr Diana Cash 
King’s College London

Dr Marian Galovic 
Chalfont Centre for Epilepsy,  
University College London

Pilot  
grant

£29,744
Pilot  
grant

£29,903

OUR FOUR PILOT GRANTS THIS YEAR ARE BEING SUPPORTED  
BY OUR MEMORIAL FUNDS.
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EPILEPSY SURGERY PATHWAY: THE 
LIVED EXPERIENCE OF CHILDREN 
WITH EPILEPSY, THEIR PARENTS 
AND SIBLINGS

STATE OF THE ART SCANNING TO 
INVESTIGATE ABSENCE SEIZURES IN 
CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

BACKGROUND:
Refractory epilepsy in children has serious 
implications for cognitive development, 
educational attainment, psychological well-
being and quality of life. Surgery can help control 
seizures in childhood epilepsy if treatment with 
medication has been unsuccessful.  However 
families can wait for a long time for decisions 
regarding surgery and some children will 
ultimately be turned down.

THE STUDY:
Dr Kovshoff and colleagues want to hear 
directly from children, their parents and siblings 
about their experiences of the epilepsy surgery 
pathway and the impact this has on school, 
friendships, work and family life. Understanding 
patient and family experiences is vital to ensure 
that health and education services can provide 
appropriate support for patients and their 
families through this process. 

SIGNIFICANCE:
The results will inform service provision and leaflets 
will be made available for children and families, and 
professionals in health and education.

BACKGROUND:
Neurons can increase or decrease the activity 
of other neurons by releasing chemicals called 
neurotransmitters which lead to excitation 
or inhibition of their neighbours. The normal 
function of the brain relies on a delicate balance 
between these two opposing forces. It is currently 
believed that decreased inhibition and/or 
increased excitation underlie the generation of 
epileptic seizures and particularly the inhibitory 
neurotransmitter GABA is implicated.

THE STUDY:
The team will use a high-strength brain scanner 
to compare the concentration of GABA in the 
thalamus and cortex of normal children and 
teenagers, with those with absence seizures.

SIGNIFICANCE: 
The results of this study will inform the 
development of novel drugs that could 
potentially control seizures and their  
associated cognitive deficits. 

Dr Hanna Kovshoff 
University of Southampton

Professor Vincenzo Crunelli
Cardiff University

Pilot  
grant

£30,000
Pilot  
grant

£30,000

WE ARE INDEBTED TO ALL OUR WONDERFUL MEMORIAL FUND SUPPORTERS 
FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND UNFAILING GENEROSITY.
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Speakers included Professor Ingrid Scheffer, 
University of Melbourne, Professor Jack Parent, 
Prof Dennis Lal, Professor Scott Baraban, as well as 
ERUK’s President, Professor Helen Cross. ERUK also 
invited a number of leading experts in the field to 
take part in the discussions following each session 
and at the end of each day. 

The Expert Workshop comprised six sessions, 
each exploring a different aspect of epilepsy 
and neurodevelopmental disorders. The session 
themes ranged from epileptic encephalopathy, 
genetic epilepsies, behaviour and development, to 
molecular therapeutic strategies. Each session was 
followed by a chaired discussion to help identify 
and prioritise future research directions and forge 
collaborations. 

What’s remarkable about the expert workshop is that 
it is very small, compared to many other scientific 
conferences. But we have found that it is its very size 
that makes it so effective in facilitating discussion, 
collaboration and priority setting. 
 
Specific highlights included Professor Stephanie 
Schorge’s talk on recent advances in gene therapy, 
Professor Scott Baraban’s talk on cell therapies, 
and Professor Michael Johnson’s talk on computer-
based models of epilepsy. 

A talk from Professor Dennis Lal on rare genetic 
epilepsies and neurodevelopment drew gasps of 
amazement from the audience as he debuted a 
brand new online tool to help interpret genetic 
variants of epilepsy. 

All workshop attendees agreed that the event had 
influenced their future research or clinical practice, 
and that they had all left with significant new 
learnings with regard to research into epilepsy and 
neurodevelopmental disorders. We look forward 
to seeing the scientific breakthroughs from the 
countless new collaborations that the workshop 
has forged, over the coming months and years.

Workshop chair Professor Sameer Zuberi said: 

THE EPILEPSY RESEARCH  
UK 12TH INTERNATIONAL  
EXPERT WORKSHOP 

A summary of the topics discussed 
at the workshop is due to be 
published in a special issue of the 
European Journal of Paediatric 
Neurology. We hope to share 
this with you on our website in 
due course.  We would like to 
extend our sincere thanks to all 
the delegates who contributed to 
making this year’s workshop  
such a success.

On 14th and 15th March 2019, fifty 
world-leading experts in epilepsy and 
neurodevelopmental disorder research 
were brought together by ERUK for our 
12th International Expert Workshop 
at St Anne’s College, Oxford. Our 
International Expert Workshop first 
began in 1993, and since then has been 
a recurring biennial event.

As scientists we know that each 
increment in knowledge, every 
marginal gain, when added together 
can make big differences to the  
lives of people with epilepsy.
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CLUB TRIUMPH’S ROUND BRITAIN RELIABILITY  
RUN RAISES PHENOMENAL AMOUNT FOR  
EPILEPSY RESEARCH UK
The Club Triumph Round Britain Reliability Run is an event which 
takes place every two years. It is an exhilarating, gruelling non-
stop 48-hour drive round Britain, taking in John O’Groat’s to Land’s 
End, undertaken in a classic Triumph motor car. Some teams have 
made the journey 20 times and Derek Pollock, one of the founder 
members of the event is still involved at the age of 94.

Since 1990 it was decided to combine the event with 
raising money for charity. The members themselves 
nominate the beneficiary charity from a selection 
of charities proposed. And since this time a total of 
£600,000 has been raised.

Epilepsy Research UK was chosen as the beneficiary 
charity by the Club in memory of Martin Randle a 
prominent Club Triumph member who sadly passed 
away in 2017 following an epileptic seizure, having 
been diagnosed ten years earlier. 

When first contacted in 2017 by Tim Bancroft, the 
event’s organiser, we had no idea how exceptional 
our partnership would turn out to be. But it was 
evident from the outset, through the driver’s 
meeting in September 2018, at the start event at 
Knebworth in October, to the finish line 48 hours 

later that the commitment, energy, goodwill and 
sheer determination shown by all the teams in 
support of ERUK would produce something special.

On Saturday 6th April we were invited to the cheque 
presentation event in Milton Keynes. An audible 
intake of breath echoed through the room as 
the ‘presentation cheque’ was unveiled. The final 
sum came in at a phenomenal £94,675.48, which 
spectacularly surpassed the fundraising target – all 
a testimony to the high regard and affection in which 
Martin Randle was held. Unexpected subsequent 
donations increased this by a further £4610 which 
takes the grand total to just under £100,000 at 
£99,285.48. This is the largest sum ever raised in all 
the years during which the events have been raising 
money. An absolutely fantastic achievement.

£100k
Just under

raised

FUNDRAISERS IN ACTION
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Deana Randle, Martin’s wife said, 
“ Martin had a passion for driving his 

Triumph cars and supporting the club in 
many ways. He would be amazed at this 
result from his friends at Club Triumph 
and pleased to see such a contribution 
to your research. I hope that many 
people will be helped as a result of the 
research funded in Martin’s memory.”

Our thanks go to all involved with the Round 
Britain Reliability Run and their many supporters 
for such exceptional generosity in their 
fundraising for our research.

So what does this magnificent sum mean  
for those with epilepsy?  

Clearly the funds that have been raised will help 
finance our 2019 grant awards to help drive life 
changing and life saving research into epilepsy. 
In fact the monies raised are enough to finance 
an entire project grant over a three year period. 
Dr Umesh Vivekananda from the Institute of 
Neurology, University College London will be 
looking at a portable form of brain recording, 
superior to electroencephalography (EEG) – 
Magnetoencephalography (MEG) – which will 
significantly improve diagnosis and better identify 
the location of the epileptic seizures. This novel 
state-of-the-art form of electrical brain recording 
has the potential to revolutionise the assessment 
of people for epilepsy brain surgery.

We at Epilepsy Research UK are delighted to 
announce that the charity has been chosen as 
official Charity of the Year 2019 by A2Dominion 
following a staff vote. 

Throughout the course of the year, 
A2Dominion, an award-winning residential 
property group with a social purpose will help 
to raise vital funds for epilepsy research and 
raise awareness for a low profile and much 
misunderstood condition. 

Darrell Mercer, A2Dominion Group Chief 
Executive, said: 
 “ We are delighted to be supporting Epilepsy 

Research UK and this is a great opportunity 
for staff to volunteer, be involved and make 
a difference. Giving something back to the 
wider community is important to us and 
we incorporate this into our core business 
activities.”

As A2Dominion’s Charity of the Year, Epilepsy 
Research UK (ERUK) will be the beneficiaries 
of all staff organised fundraising events. These 
in turn will be promoted and supported by 
the company itself and any monies raised will 
be match-funded up to any agreed limits. In 
addition ERUK will benefit from all monies raised 
during A2Dominion’s annual Charity Week and 
through the proceeds from ticket sales for the 
annual Christmas party.

Maxine Smeaton, our CEO says:
 “ We are looking forward to working with the 

A2Dominion team who are already interested 
and engaged in understanding more about 
our research. We hope this will be the 
beginning of a long term association that will 
impact the lives of those living with epilepsy.”

Through this wonderful association Epilepsy 
Research UK will be able continue driving and 
enabling life changing and live saving research 
into epilepsy.

CHARITY OF THE YEAR: 
A2Dominion
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14 
amazing  
runners

The London  
Marathon is just one 

of the events our 
loyal fundraisers  

have been involved  
in this year

SPOTLIGHT ON 
THE LONDON 
MARATHON

Dr Khalid Hamandi, 2019 London Marathon 
runner and ERUK funded researcher summed 
up the day when he said:

“ The whole thing was very inspiring – I think especially for the 
smaller charities. While running I thought of all those runners 
converting to research grants and potential new discoveries!”

What an amazing day #TeamERUK had at the 
2019 London Marathon. 14 amazing runners 
taking on this iconic challenge for Epilepsy 
Research UK and a fantastic cheering squad 
volunteered to be out on the course helping our 
runners reach the finish line with 1KM to go! 
After months of preparation, training runs and 
mammoth fundraising efforts the day was a huge 
success and we’re enormously grateful to all of 
our inspirational runners.

“ Any breakthrough that can unlock new avenues, new 
treatments, new ways of managing the condition, can help 
those who live with epilepsy. Anything that can be done 
to help prevent, control or improve the lives of anyone 
affected, is a good thing to do. We need to find  
new methods and advances through research.”

If you would like to read more about Nathan’s challenge 
please click here.

Nathan Liptrot took on a massive 
challenge in October 2018 as he and 
his friend Simon trekked to Everest 
Base Camp. This 17-day trek was a 
real adventure, taking them through 
breathtaking scenery, mammoth 
climbs and gruelling treks. For Nathan, 
there was no choice, it had to be for 
epilepsy, but specifically Epilepsy 
Research UK, for as he says: 

17-DAY TREK OF EVEREST

There are plenty of 
opportunities to join us 
in one of our sporting or 
challenge events. Whether 
it’s a 5K fun run or a 100KM 
ultra challenge – there is 
something for everyone!
 
For more details please email 
Jo at jo.finnerty@eruk.org.uk  
or click here.

FEELING  
INSPIRED  
TO JOIN  
#TEAMERUK?

http://www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/focus/diary-everest-base-camp-trek
http://www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/get-involved/events
http://www.epilepsyresearch.org.uk/get-involved/events
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Our memorial fund supporters make a hugely 
significant contribution to our research funding 
through their donations and a diverse range of 
imaginative fundraising activities. The Bradfield 
family express the thoughts that are at the 
heart of so many of our supporters’ hopes and 
motivations for supporting research: 

Huge thanks go to Andy and Jackie Trafford 
and all at MacDonald Martin Ltd of Sunderland 
who completed a year of fundraising support 
for ERUK raising over £15,000 for the Oliver 
Osborn Memorial Fund. 

FUNDRAISING IN MEMORY
“ James’ demonstrative bravery and strength 

in the face of his epilepsy diagnosis, and its 
associated seizures, was extraordinary. It 
is essential for those who loved him that 
his life is celebrated and that research into 
epilepsy is progressed: if even one family 
can be spared such a shocking and cruel loss 
our efforts will be worthwhile.”

Our grateful thanks go to Stirling Young 
Arts and all their very generous prize 
donors and supporters for raising a 
fantastic £16,300 from their family 
ceilidh, auction and raffle to support our 
research through the Hector Trafford 
Memorial Fund.

£16k
Over 

raised 

Here are some of our supporters in action recently:
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If you take up this offer you are under no 
obligation to include a gift to Epilepsy 
Research UK but we very much hope that 
you may choose to do so. Gifts in wills 
make a vital contribution to our work 
driving and enabling life changing and  
life saving research into epilepsy. 

Epilepsy Research UK pays a small fee for 
simple wills written through the National 
Free Wills Network. If your will is more 
complex an additional payment may be 
required but the solicitor will discuss this 
with you before undertaking any work.

Everyone who remembers Epilepsy 
Research UK with a gift in their will 
contributes to bringing closer our vision 
of a life free from epilepsy.

As members of the National Free Wills 
Network we can offer our supporters 
the opportunity to get a simple will 
written, or an existing will updated,  
by a local solicitor at no cost to you.

Taking up our Free Wills offer is a  
very simple process

Call us on 020 3096 7887, or email 
shona.scott@eruk.org.uk with your 
name and address and we will arrange  
for the National Free Wills Network  
to send you a pack with details of at  
least two solicitors taking part in the 
scheme who are local to you. 

You then make your own appointment 
direct with the participating solicitor  
of your choice who will draw up your  
will for you.

ROYAL SOCIETY 
RECEPTION UNVEILS 
NEW GRANT AWARDS

Many of our supporters attended a 
reception which was held on May 20th 
at which the new grant funding for the 
year was announced. 

A total of ten new grants were awarded, with a 
value of over £1 million, to further vital research 
into epilepsy. Each of the new grant recipients 
gave a short talk about their work and how they 
hope their research will improve the lives of 
those living with epilepsy. 

Our CEO Maxine Smeaton also revealed our 
new strategy for the charity, together with a 
refreshed brand identity. The evening was a huge 
success, laying the foundations for a successful 
and exciting year ahead.



Raise funds for ERUK  
by simply shopping, 
searching or selling  
online. 

Just use the websites  
on the right and  
donations will  
automatically be generated 
for ERUK at no cost to you. 

Thrift+ is the new online destination charity shop  
for quality second-hand clothes. If you would like  
to donate premium and designer brands to benefit 
Epilepsy Research UK, just fill your free ThriftBox and 
let Thrift+ do all the work. Go online to thrift.plus  
to order your ThriftBox and find out more. 

Giveacar – If you want to sell or dispose of an 
old car and give the proceeds to ERUK, Giveacar 
arrange free collection, then either sell your car 
at auction or scrap it with the proceeds going to 
charity. To find out more, visit giveacar.co.uk or  
call 020 7736 4242 quoting Epilepsy Research UK 
as your preferred charity.

With ebay.co.uk you can sell unwanted goods 
online yourself and choose to donate all or a 
percentage of the proceeds to charity.

SUPERMARKET  
CHARITY SCHEMES
Visit your local supermarket and nominate ERUK 
as the good cause for the month. Simply speak to 
Customer Services in-store to find out what to do.

NO COST FUNDRAISING

“ It is only really when it  
affects your life that you  
realise just how crucial  
research into epilepsy is.”   
Nick Christian, ERUK supporter

You can help us drive and enable life 
changing life saving research into 
epilepsy by making a regular monthly 
gift to Epilepsy Research UK.

If you would like to support us with a 
regular donation, or a single gift, please 
complete and return the donation form 
enclosed or donate online at:  
epilepsyresearch.org.uk

Thank you for your support. A life free 
from epilepsy is possible, it all starts by 
investing in epilepsy research. 

Thank you to all who have been 
fundraising for us at home and 
in your local communities. It is 
because of all your efforts that 
our research is possible.

For more information  
about the work we do 
visit our website at: 
epilepsyresearch.org.uk

TO LIFE CHANGING LIFE SAVING RESEARCH

CAN Mezzanine
7-14 Great Dover Street
London SE1 4YR
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